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Weekly Connection Group Study Guide
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uncommonly SATISFIED = uncommonly PRAYERFUL = uncommonly COURAGEOUS

FEBRUARY 4-19



Uncommonly Prayerful
February 11-12, 2012
Kicking It Off: 
Newsweek magazine revealed the results of a study on prayer: 78% of us pray at least once a week, and 57% of Christians surveyed pray daily. What would you say is your most common prayer request to God? 
Weekend In Review: 

The Psalms teach us how to express our raw unedited emotions to God. Read Psalm 51:1-3. David did what many of us feel uncomfortable doing. He spoke honestly with God. Later in Psalm 61:2, David didn’t pray a sanitized, safe, now-I-lay-me-down-to sleep prayer. No…He speaks “Lead to me to the rock that is higher then I”. God invites us to talk with Him authentically from our hearts. The greatest tragedy in life are prayers that go unanswered, simply because they go unasked.
Discussion:

1. People go through tremendously difficult circumstances. Relationships crumble, downturns affect us, sickness cripples us, etc. David’s “why me” prayers show us we can come to God in our anger, confusion, and frustrations. Read Psalm 22:1-6. Do you feel comfortable praying to God this way? Why/why not?  How do you pray in moments when life throws you a curve ball? Remember – revealing your feelings is the beginning of healing.
2. David’s prayer in Psalm 139:23-24, “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”  David came before God asking him to flip him inside out, to show him his rough spots. What motivated David to be so vulnerable? List the upside of such a prayer.   

3. Read 2 Samuel 12:1-14, the profit Nathan told David a story of injustice that made him furious only to realize it was the story of his own life. God revealed to David his sin and it transformed his life! Who do you admire because they were willing to tell you what you needed to hear? 
4. Describe an experience when you’ve prayed like David in Psalm 70:1,5, “Please, God, rescue me! Come quickly, Lord, and help me…Please hurry to my aid, O God. You are my helper and my savior.” How was your faith strengthened or weakened?
5. “God, lead me, take me some place on my spiritual journey I’ve never been before.  Lead me to the rock that is higher than I!” If you have prayed a prayer like that, how did God lead you? 

6. React to this statement: “Those who pray write history. Those who don’t read history.”  
Wrapping It Up

The Bible tells us “Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete” (John 16:24). We don’t always understand the way God chooses to answer our requests, but it is guaranteed that 100% of the prayers we don’t pray won’t receive answers. What prayer do you sense God calling you to pray?: Why me, search me, forgive me, help me, or lead me! Close your study by dividing into threes and praying together.

Reminders/Tips: 





40 Days in the Word is coming to Eastside Feb. 25/26. Study materials are available now in the tent during our weekend services and Tuesday – Friday at the church 0ffice from 8:30-5:00. The cost is $15.00 per person. 





Awakening. Ash Wednesday, Feb. 22 at 7:00 PM in the Main Auditorium. Begin the Lent season with this night of prayer and worship. All invited. Children’s activities for birth – 6th grade. 









